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PUBLIC NOTICE 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held by the New Jersey 
vepartment of Transportation at the Summit Junior High School, ae Morris Avenue, 
Summit, on July 20, 1978 beginning at 2:00 p.m. and continuing until 11:00 p.m., 
for the purpose of considering a project for which financial assistance is being 
sought from the Urban Mass Transportation Administration (UMTA) pursuant to the 
Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964, as amended. The project involves the 
modernization of the electrified service on the ConRail's Morristown Line, Mont- 
clair and Gladstone branches (all formerly known as the Erie Lackawanna Railway). 

Comp] iance with the Act will satisfy the. grant application requirements of 
UMTA. Capital grant funding of $154,300,790 has been approved to date, and the 
- Department will be filing an amended grant application to provide a total of 
$299 ,329 ,0090 for Phase 1 and 2 improvements. UMTA is being requested to fund 
80 percent of this amount. The remaining 20 percent will be secured from State 
funds from the 1968 Public Transportation Bond fund and State capital appropri- 
ations. Phase 3 improvements which include the extension of the electrification 
from Dover to Netcong and the construction of regional park and ride facilities 
in Netcong and Gladstone service areas have been deferred pending availability of 
additional funding. 

The public hearing will be preceded by three informal information centers: 
July 11 in the Hoboken train station; July 12 in the Bernardsville train station; 
and July 13 in the Meplewood train station. All three information centers will 
run from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. The purpose of these informal sessions is to 
discuss the potential social, economic, and environmental impacts of the proposed 
project and other data contained in the draft environmental assessment. Maps 
and handouts will be available for public inspection. The project.has been 
reviewed and comments received from the A-95 Clearinghouse and at previous public 
meetings. 


UMTA participation will assist in making the following improvements under 
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Phase I: 

1. Conversion of the present Erie Lackawanna Railroad's 3,000 v d.c. system 
to 25,000 v, 60 hz, ac system, including complete replacement of electrical 
substations with new electrical substations as follows: four power supply sub- 
stations planned for Kearny, Summit, Roxbury and Bernardsville; eleven autotrans- 
former substations planned for Jersey City, Newark, Orange, Maplewood, Millburn, 
Morristown, Denville, Dover, Montclair, Passaic Township (Stirling area) and 
Peapack-Gladstone; one tie substation planned for Morris Township (Convent area); 
and one signal power station planned for Jersey City. 


2. Rehabilitation of the catenary system between Hoboken and Dover and be- 


tween Roseville Avenue and Montclair. This entails new insulators, contact wire, _ 


’ and sectionalization for the catenary system. = 


3. Reconstruction of the catenary system between Summit and Gladstone. 

4. Making the signal and comnmientiane systems compatible with the new ac 
traction power. 

The following improvements are planned for Phase 2: 

1. Modification of the existing car shop in Hoboken. 

2. Expansion of car storage yards in Gladstone and Dover areas, and eventual 
closing of the Morristown yard. 

3.. Improvements to passenger station parking facilities at Gladstone. 

Right-of-way acquisition will involve property owned by ConRail and the 
Erie Lackawanna trustees, aS well as municipal and private property. Such property 
will be required for the construction of all of the electrical substations with 
the exception of the Bernardsville substation where the proposed site is on 
state owned property. No residential or bostnass displacements will be required. 
No significant adverse environmental impacts are anticipated as a result of this 
project being implemented. | 

At the hearing, the Department will afford the opportunity for interested 


persons or agencies to be heard with respect to the social, economic and environ- 


mental aspects of the project. Interested persons may submit orally or in writing 
testimony and recommendations with respect to the project. Written testimony 
should be sent to the New Jersey Department of Transportation's Office of Community 
Involvement, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, on or before August 4, 
1978 (15 days after the hearing). ‘ 

A copy of the application and amendments for a federal grant for the proposed 
project together with the environmental assessment is currently available for 
public inspecticn at NJDOT headquarters in Trenton. Copies of the environmental 
assessment will also be available for review at the information centers, public 
hearing, and in the municipal clerk's office and the libraries of the municipalities 
in the affected corridor. | 

Persons wishing to comment on the environmental assessment may ~— by writing 
before August 4, 1978 to: Mr. J. F. Andrews, Director of Economic and Environmental 
Analysis, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, 
New Jersey 08625. | 

The hearing itself will consist of an official presentation by Department of 
Transportation personnel at 2:00 p.m. and again at 8:00 p.m. followed by an 
opportunity for citizens to give testimony regarding the proposed improvement. Al] 
testimony will be recorded and will become part of the official pute hearing 
transcript. — posed as part of an individual's recorded statement will 
be officially responded to by the Department after the hearing. 

In addition, a display and information area that will run concurrent with the 
hearing will provide an opportunity for individuals to pose questions, receive 
answers, and discuss issues related to the public hearing. These informal conver- 
sations will not become part of the official hearing record. Department personnel 


will be available in the information area beginning at 1:00 p.m. on the day of 


the hearing. 


Persons who plan to speak at the hearing should sign the speaker's register 
upon arriving at the hearing site. Speakers’ will be called upon to testify in 
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- the order in which they registered to speak and will be allotted five minutes to 


Present their testimony. 

Persons interested in reviewing the hearing transcript nay arrange to see 
and/or copy it at Department headquarters in Trenton after August 10, 1978. In 
addition, any individual or group wishing to contact the Office of Community In- 
volvement during the Department's evaluation period may do so in writing or by 
calling (609) 292-6802. 

In the event that the project involves the acquisition of land owned by a 


municipality for public use, the provisions of New Jersey Statutes Annotated, 


Title 27:7-23 will be observed and considered in the conduct of this hearing. 


e : Signed: Jean G. Schwartz (Mrs.) 
Department Secretary 
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INTRODUCTION 


This document is a supplement to the environmental assessment report (EAR), 
which was circulated to state and local agencies for comment in June, 1978. 
The EAR was also available for public review and was the subject of a pub- 
lic hearing held on July 20, 1978. The purpose of the Supplemental EAR is 
to note any errors in the original text and respond to written comments 
received from agencies during the circulation period, issues raised at the 
public hearing, and written comments received during the period that the 
public hearing record was open. 


At the public hearing, numerous speakers expressed concern over substation 
selections at Summit, Millburn, and Montclair. Major environmental con- 
cerns raised at the hearing were potential noise and visual impacts to 
neighborhoods from proposed substations. Other issues brought to the 
attention of NJDOT concerned operations of the railroad and planning of 
the electrification project. These concerns are addressed by NJDOT in 
this report as responses to public hearing comments. 


Comments on the Environmental Assessment Report 
were requested from the following agencies: 


Tri-State Regional Planning Commission 

New Jersey Department of Community Affairs 

New Jersey Department of Energy 

New Jersey Department of Agriculture 

New Jersey Department of Labor and Industry 

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 


Written comments were received from the following 
agencies: 


New Jersey Department of Community Affairs 

New Jersey Department of Energy 

New Jersey Department of Agriculture 

New Jersey Department of Labor and Industry 

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 


The public at large was also invited to comment on the EAR. Approximately 
100 letters were received by NUDOT's Office of Community Involvement and 
Division of Economic and Environmental Analysis. Since a large number of 
the comments were repetitive, only a representative sampling of the let- 
ters are contained herein. A complete set of all the letters received by 
NJDOT on the Erie-Lackawanna Improvements Project is available for review 
at NJDOT, Bureau of Environmental Analysis, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, 
New Jersey. 


The evaluation of alternative actions is a continuing process. The National 
Environmental Policy Act and New Jersey Department of Transportation policy 
permit the Department to discuss all alternatives and their impacts at the 
time of the Public Hearing. Any substantive comments, including alterna- 
tives presented at the Public Hearing as well as during the review period 
are evaluated further and the results presented in this Supplemental Envi- 
ronmental Assessment Report (SEAR). 


As a result of the numerous comments received from local officials and 
residents, alternative sites were evaluated and selected. This report 
contains a revised environmental assessment for the two new preferred 
substation sites in Montclair and Summit. These sites were previous ly 
evaluated in the site selection process, however, they were rejected for 
various reasons. In Montclair, Site 4A was not pursued since the loca- 
tion was to become part of a parking area with a new passenger station 
for the Montclair Connection Project. An alteration of these plans, how- 
ever, permitted use of this site. The new Summit location on Jersey Cen- 
tral Power and Light property was rejected previously in the EAR due to 
space limitations. A smaller design now enables the use of the site for 
a substation. The basis for selection of a preferred substation alterna- 
tive at Millburn and corrections on impact as well as other errors found 
in the EAR are also noted in this SEAR. The omission of Oak Forest Lane 
from the Summit substation figure on page 5-29 of the EAR is corrected 
here on page 16. 


Substantive comments raised at the public hearing and those received dur- 
ing the review period are included with accompanying NJDOT responses. 
With the exception of the review agencies, comments favorable to the pro- 
posed project and the EAR have not been listed, as they require no fur- 
ther response. 


MONTCLAIR AUTOTRANSFORMER ELECTRICAL SUBSTATION 


Site Description 


The Montclair substation (108 feet long by 50 feet wide by 35 feet high) 
is proposed on a parcel of land assembled by the Montclair Redevelopment 
Agency, immediately east of the intersection of Bloomfield Avenue and 
Maple Avenue (Bay Street). (See Figure 1 ). The parcel is the site 
of an abandoned coal trestle and is part of several properties being con- 
veyed by the Redevelopment Agency to the NJDOT for development as a 
"transportation center". The "center" will include the Montclair Connec- 
tion (a separate project to be constructed in stages) which will extend 
the existing rail line northward and eventually to connect with the Boon- 
ton Line; a new passenger station; and a parking lot for 300 autos ini- 
tially with expansion for a total of 500 autos. Depending on final lay- 
out, the use of the parcel as a substation site will eliminate 7 to 36 of 
these parking spaces. Access is proposed from Bay Street. 


Permanent Long-Term Impacts 


a. Effect on Tax Revenues 


The tax-exempt status of the property will remain unchanged. 


b. Land Use 


Land in the area is developed in a mixture of urban uses, including 
commercial and multifamily residential properties. Northwest of the 
site (across Bay Street and northeast of Bloomfield Avenue) are areas 
cleared by the Redevelopment Agency for future development in commer- 
cial uses. To the southwest of the site (southwest of the intersec- 
tion of Bloomfield and Maple Avenues) are two-story commercial struc- 
tures. South of the site across Bloomfield Avenue is the Glenfield 
School and a county park but the view from these land uses js sub- 
stantially screened by existing trees and the inclined plane of 
Bloomfield Avenue as it bridges the railroad tracks. East of the 
site are the existing railroad tracks, the railroad corridor for the 
proposed Montclair Connection, and beyond, vacant Redevelopment 
Agency land (considered undevelopable by the Agency) and the recently 
channelized Toney's Brook. 


c. Visual Effects 


Visual landscape screening is necessary along the northwest perimeter 
of the site to partially screen the facility from existing and future 
commercial development fronting on Bloomfield Avenue. 
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Figure 1 Montclair 
Autotransformer Substation 
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Unavoidable Adverse Impacts 


Page 5-82, EAR, under Montclair Autotransformer Substation revise: 


d. Cultural Resources 


Since the coal trestle and adjacent structure will be razed under the 
responsibility of the Redevelopment Agency, there will be no impacts 2. Visual impact 


i : til a. Landscape screening on northwest 
to architectural or archaeological resources for this site. P g thwe 


perimeter of substation site. 


Si limi 
e. Topography and Hydrology (eliminate) 


There are no significant topographical or hydrological impacts. 


f. Vegetation and Wildlife 


Minor brush clearing will be necessary and no significant long-term 
impacts will occur. 


q. Water Resources 


No impacts on water resources will occur. 


h. Noise 


The noise produced by the autotransformers and circuit breakers with- 
in the substation will not exceed standards of the U. S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, the State of New Jersey, or the 

U. S. Department of Transportation. 


The most restrictive of these three standards is that set forth by 
the State of New Jersey which establishes a "50 dBA continuous" and 
"80 dB impulsive" maximum noise level at residential property lines 
(see pp. 8-101 and 8-102, Erie-Lackawanna EAR, June, 1978). There 
are no existing residential properties or plans for residential 
development within a distance from the substation site which would 
allow this standard to be exceeded. 


Construction Impacts 
See pp. 5-79 and 5-80, Erie-Lackawanna EAR, June, 1978. 


Indirect Impacts 
See p. 5-66, EAR. 


SUMMIT SUPPLY ELECTRICAL SUBSTATION 


Site Description 


The Summit substation (180 feet long by 175 feet wide by 55 feet high at 
its tallest point) is proposed on a parcel of land owned by JCP&L near 
the point at which the JCP&L transmission line crosses Stanley Avenue 
and the railroad tracks (see Figure 2 _). Access is proposed from Stan- 
ley Avenue through the existing JCP&L property. 


Permanent Long-Term Impacts 


a. Effect on Tax Revenues 


The property will be tax-exempt in railroad use, and there will be an 
estimated loss of $396 annually in tax revenue to the municipality. 


b. Land Use 


Land uses in the area include several single-family residences and 
Union County park properties. The area is in a "residential" zoning 
district. 


c. Visual Effects 


From the rear of one residence, fronting on Stanley Avenue and south 
of the site, there is a partial view to the site through existing 
vegetation. That view presently includes the JCP&L transmission 
tower located on the property. Due to existing vegetation and dif- 
ferences in ground elevations, the substation would be sufficiently 
screened from the view of the several residences fronting on Stanley 
Avenue to the west of the site. Therefore, no adverse impacts on 
nearby residences are anticipated from the proposed substation. 


d. Cultural Resources 


There are no architectural or archaeological resources which would be 
affected by the Summit substation. 
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Figure 2 Summit 
Supply Substation 


Topography and Hydrology 


A substantial amount of earthmoving will be required to alter the form 
of the railroad embankment to accommodate substation equipment at the 
southeastern part of the site. 


Retaining walls will be required along the north and south property 
lines and internally between high voltage and low voltage equipment. 
Sheet piling will be required along the embankment. New slopes will 
be properly stabilized according to NJDOT specifications. 


Vegetation and Wildlife 


The site is made up of several habitat types including forests, 
fields, and ecotones (edge habitat). Ecotones form the transition 
habitat between the forests and fields and generally support the 
greatest diversity and abundance of wildlife species. 


The majority of the habitat type removed by construction and opera- 
tion will be of the forest and field classification. Surrounding 
areas will be capable of supporting the wildlife required to relo- 
cate during construction. Noise impacts resulting from operation 
will be minimal as wildlife will relocate to surrounding habitats 
some several hundred feet from the site where operating noise is 
imperceptible. 


Water Resources 


The Passaic River will not be impacted by erosion, nor will there 

be any significant change in the amount of runoff flowing into the 
River. The site is not located within the 100-year flood plain of 
the Passaic River. 


Noise 


For a general discussion of noise from electrical substations, see 
pages 5-58 and 5-59 in the Erie-Lackawanna EAR, June, 1978. 


Based on preliminary substation layout, the transformers and auto- 
transformers within the Summit substation facility will generate 
estimated noise levels as illustrated on Figure 2. The 

noise level which is estimated to occur along the southwestern site 
boundary (59 dBA) exceeds the standard of 50 dBA set forth by the 
State of New Jersey Noise Control Regulations NJSA 13:1F-1 et seq. 
for noise measures at any residential property line. (The standard 
set forth by the U. S. Department of Transportation Federal-Aid High- 
way Manual, Volume 7, Chapter 7, Section 3, May 14, 1976, is not 
exceeded). This exterior noise standard is 67 dBA for residences. 
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The property immediately southwest of the proposed substation site is 
owned by Union County but is occupied by a single family residential 
structure. For the purpose of noise level evaluation, the entire 
property has been designated "residential", hence requiring adherence 
to the 50 dBA State Standard. However, it must be noted that the 
residential structure is approximately 250 feet from the substation 
site. The portion of this Union County residential property which is 
near the substation site is heavily wooded; therefore, the substation 
would be substantially screened from view and the noise would be 
baffled by the vegetation. 


Final substation design will incorporate measures to ensure that the 
50 dBA standard will not be exceeded, including relocation of noise- 
generating equipment, noise baffling in the form of specially-designed 
enclosures or landscape screening, or some combination of the above 
measures. 


The other residences along Stanley Avenue will not be impacted by 
noise emitted from the substation. 


Air Quality 


Sulphur hexaflouride (SF¢) gas is used as insulation for some of the 
equipment within the substation. This equipment includes disconnect 
switches, potential transformers, and current transformers. This 

gas is highly stable, inert, non-toxic, non-poisonous, non-inflammable, 
odorless, colorless, tasteless, electro-negative, and heavier-than-air. 
Thus, the substation poses no air pollution problems. (It is the use 
of sulphur hexaflouride-insulated equipment which allows the reduction 
of substation site area required for traditional air-insulated equip- 
ment. This reduction in required area prompted consideration of the 
JCP&L property over other site alternatives). 


Parks or Recreation Area 


The substation site is entirely on JCP&L property and will not require 
the use or infringement of adjacent Union County parkland. 


Construction Impacts 
See pp. 5-59 and 5-65, Erie-Lackawanna EAR, June, 1978. 


Indirect Impacts 
See p. 5-66, EAR. 
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Unavoidable Adverse Impacts 


Page 5-70, EAR, under 18. Summit Supply Substation, revise: 


18.1 (eliminate) 
18.5 (add) State noise standard 


exceeded at residential 
property line 


19. Summit Electrical Feeder Line 
eliminate 


20. Summit Switching Station 
(eliminate) 


12 


a. 


Relocation of noise gene- 
rating equipment and noise 
baffling will reduce sound 
level to 50 dBA or less. 


These Standards are cited to ensure that toilet facilities are not needed at the 
Summit substation site. The substation is an unmanned facility which will 
receive a visual inspection a few days each week. 


OCCUPATIONAL SAZETY AND HEALTH STANDARDS 


SUBPART J—GENERAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROLS 


1916.141 ~Safitation. | aa , = srgetgyies bp >: 
1910.142 Temporary labor camps. , 
1910.1438 Nonwater carriage disposal systems. 
1910.144--, Safety.coter code for marking physical hazards... .. Lean & 
“2"4970.145" | Specifications for accident prevention signs and tags.) "0 wl: 
"3910.146 °° Reserved]: . Ope eo os tees oe ns a ee OEE 

1910.14 Sources of Standarus ‘ = 
1910.148 Standards organizations ‘A ¢ 
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PMs ttc Se et ee MILLBURN AUTOTRANSFORMER ELECTRICAL SUBSTATION 


in ee ee NJDOT has selected Alternative One as the location for this substation 
(see EAR). This site is the one preferred by municipal officials and 
{c) Toilet facilities. in determining the minimum number of residents. 


toilet facilities required. fi ; 
(1) General. The impacts of this substation were detailed in the EAR. See EAR pp. 
(v) Toilet paper with holder shall be pro- 5-24, 26, 28, 51, 52, 69, and 70. Also see pp. (5-55)-(5-66). However, 
(i) Except as otherwise indicated in this vided for every wuter closet the following alterations and additions are noteworthy: 
subdivision (i), toilet faciliti: toil 


es. in cole 
rooms separate for each sex 


(vi) Covered receptacles shall be kept in 


1. Of the total 175 spaces in the parking lot, approximately 


L 
shall be 
shall e 


all triipt . ? 37} 
et alee ied : all toilet rooms used by women. ASE 
proviced in ail piaces of employment in ; ee alia 13 existing spaces would be eliminated to allow for the 
epee Were with table J c en a one bs ‘ . 5% 2 * sae 2 
Pe te, ieee 27a OF Ais sectign. ee ares Sailes substation facility, access, and landscaping. 
then Tm Bex Of taciiities t One previced ties at least one lavatory at 
eS nee hha hae sh in the toilet rout or adjacent 2. Access to the proposed substation will be through the 
of empiovees of that sex for whem the ere 3 np tof ” . : : ‘ 
furilitiee are turnished. Where toilet waa ade eaty ree Sadi el al : east side from existing parking lot drives. 
a. ae oe ie “re 23 eee cilities are provided at least one lavatory 
rooms will be occupied by no more than » located notion nuidsed . 
sia ik oes te é so iocated shali be provided. : saa 
one person at a time, can be locked from h. 3. The construction of a retaining wall along the railroad 
the inside, and contain at least one water (2) Construction of fede? ream. embankment is no longer necessary. 
closet, separate toilet rooms fur each sex 
need not be provided. Where such single- (i) Each water closet shall occupy a sepa- 
occupancy rooms have more than one rate compartment with a door and walls 
toilet facility, only one such facility in Or partitions between fixtures suffi- 
each toilet room shall be counted for the ciently high to assure privacy. 


purpose of tabie J-1. E. ; : - é 
(ii) In all toilet rooms installed on or 


TaBLe J-1 after August 31, 1971, the floor and side- 

Sear? Psat ? ae walls, including the angle formed by the 

ae aes : . > &findwon number of ; 

Number of employees:.- ie Ae welercloscts* -  -* - ~ flocreand sidewalls, and excluding door- 
TT : ways and entrances, Shall be waterticht 


The sidewalls shail be Watertight to a 
height of Pat Ok east 5 parhgs.. 


Gay The t floors, int ceilings, ‘ar rtitions; oe 
and dosrs'of all toilet, roonis shall be of.a’ ; 
finish that can be easily'e¢ cleaned. In in- 

‘ , Stallations made an or after August 31,.° 


Qo7r° 


- LOTi, cove: bases shall be. -previded: te 


2 Sago 99 bo pe 


‘ 


“facilitat e cleaning. 


<Where ‘slot facilities. * Sie tit. “be used: by’ womien,- 
ae may be provided instead of water 
that the number of water closets in Such cases sh 
reduced - iess than 7/3 of the minimum specified. oa 


(3) Construction and installation of toilet facili- 


ties. 
(i) The requirements of subdivision an of (i) Every water carriage toilet facility 
‘this subparagraph do not apply to mobile\ shall be set entirely free and open frem 
ie: or to normally unattended work | all enclosing structures and shail be so 
locations so long as employees working installed that the space around the facil- 


| 
“\a 1ese locations have Sepa thaeen | ity can be easily cleaned. This provision 
ee es available to nearby toilet / does not prohibit the use of wall- hung- 
acilities which meet the other require/ type water closets or urinals. 
ments of this subparagraph. A 


Bg ae (ii) Every water closet shall havea hinged 
(iii) The sew age disposal method shal ti not seat made of substantial material having 
endanger the-health i of employees. a nonabsotbent finish. Seats installed or 
replaced after June 4, 1973, shall be of 
(iv) When persons other than employees the open-front type. 
are permitted the use of toilet facilities 
on the premise, the number of such facil- (iii) Nonwater Sap tsbge sa toilet facilities 
ities shall be appropriately increased in and disseeal systems shall be in aceord- 
accordance with table J-1 of this section ance with § 1910.143. 


1910.141(¢)(2)iii) 
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Pe Lea ed AGENCY LETTER 42 


State af New Sersey 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 


State of New Jersey 


DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PRCOTECTICN 
PATRICIA Q. SHEEHAN 363 WEST STATE STREET 


COMMISSIONER POST OFFICE BOX 2768 TRENTON 08625 
TRENTON, N.J. 08625 OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 


August 8, i978 
June 28, 1978 


Mr. Jack F. Andrews, Director Mr. Jack F. Andrews, Director 
Division of Economic and Division of Economic and Environmental 
Environmental Analysis Analysis 
New Jersey Department of Transportation New Jersey Department of Transportation 
1035 Parkway Avenue 1035 Parkway Avenue 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625 Trenton, New Jersey 08625 
RE: OSRC-FY-78-1277 Re: Draft EIS - Erie Lackawanna Railroad Improvements Project 
Dear Mr. Andrews: Dear Mr. Andrews: 
This will acknowledge receipt of your recent Project Notification i The above noted Draft EIS has been reviewed by the appropriate 
for the Erie-Lackawanna Railroad Improvement Project. The project has Divisions within the Department of Environmental Protection. As a 
been designated application OSRC-FY-78-1277 for all future references. result of this review, we have concluded that the project as proposed 
will not result in any substantial adverse environmenta! impact. 
We have circulated this Project Notification to the appropriate However, the drainage design and specifications for the minor 
State agencies for review and comment. We anticipate no problems during construction planned for flood plain areas must be reviewed by the 
the review phase, but should any conflicts or issues arise, it will be Department's Division of Water Resources. F 
necessary to schedule a conference in order to resolve the issues prior f ; . A pn ai 
to the issuance of a Letter of Certification. Sincerely, ¢ ? i ag 
a. eal 
ete é 
Very trul ours ; F aineth gaetes te 
ive 2% 7 / wd ge é 
t/ , ° rail we Bi) 
Gary fi Cishd Of Lawrence Schmidt, Chief 
E ¢ . = : ; . 
Office of Environmental Review 


(jerky H. Eure, Sr. 
Supervising Program a> : a Le 
Development Specialist : 

Project Review Section ee : 
Division of State and _.... ‘ gf 4. 
Regional Planning 
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DIVISION OF RURAL RESOURCES 
STATE SOIL CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 
PHILLIP ALAMPI, CHAIRMAN 
ROCCO D. RICCI 

GRANT F. WALTON 

JOHN L. GERWIG 

JAMES A. SHISSIAS 

WARREN J. FITZGERALD 
FRANK BARTOLF 

NEWTON S. LAYTON 

WILLIAM H. MONCRIEF 
KENNETH J. ROEHRICH 

c. E. TARVIN 

JOHN R. TRAINO 


State of New Jersey 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
P. O. BOX 1888 
TRENTON. N. J. 08625 
PHILLIP ALAMPI. SECRETARY 


Mr. J. F. Andrews, Director 

Division of Economic and 
Environmental Analysis 

Department of Transportation 

1035 Parkway Avenue 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625 


Dear Mr. Andrews: 


AGENCY LCE TTER# 3 


SAMUEL R. RACE. SECRETARY 
TELEPHONE: 609-292-5540 


June 28, 1978 


In response to your letter of June 20 and June 21 
enclosing copies of an environmental assessment 
report for Erie-Lackawanna improvements Gnd) for 
the North Jersey Coast Tine the following is 


submitted. 


We commend the Department of Transporation for 


proposing these improvements. 


We request that 


all associated land disturbances be carried out 
in an manner which will control soil erosion and 
sedimentation in accordance with the Standards for 


Soil Eresion and Sediment Control in New Jersey. 


We request that plans for control for erosion and ~~ ote 
sedimentation for such land disturbances be 


coordinated with the soil conservation districts 
wherein such projects are located. 
directory is enclosed for your convenience. . 


Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment. 


b hoes 4 Ot 


Enciosure 


Sincerely, 


Samuel R. Race 


A district 


CONSERVATION DISTRICTS IN NEW JERSEY 


NAME 


Bergen SCD 


Burlington SCD 


Camden SCD 


Cape-Atlantic SCD 


Cumberland SCD 


Freehold SCD 
(Mon. & Midsex. Co.) 


Gloucester SCD 


Hudson, Essex & Passaic 


SCD 


Hunterdon SCD 
Mercer SCD 


Morris SCD 


Ocean SCD 


Salem SCD 


Somerset-Union SCD 


Sussex SCD 


Warren SCD 


ADDRESS 


389 Main Street 
Hackensack 07601 


Cramer Building 
Rt. 38, Mt. Holly 08060 


Municipal Building 
59 S. White Horse 
Berlin 08009 


Atlantic Co. Office Bldg. 
1200 W. Harding Highway 
Mays Landing 08330 


PJOS Box. L48 } SRE THT 
Seabrook 08302 


20 Court Street 
Freehold 07728 


Poo. Box L 
N. Blackhorse Pike 
Williamstown 08094 


‘. 201 Bloomfield Avenue 


Verona 07044 


" Route 6, Box 49 


Flemington 08822 


930 Spruce Street 
Trenton 08648 


’ Court House 


Morristown 07960 
(Location-W. Hanover Ave. 
Morris Twp.) 


Ocean County Agric. Center 
Whitesville Road 
Toms River 08753 


1000 East, Rt. 40, Box 47 
Woodstown 08098 


308 Milltown Rd. 
Somerset County 4-H Center 
Bridgewater 08807 


RD. i, ‘Box 43 
Route 206 South 
Newton 07860 


Stiger Street 
Hackettstown 07840 


STATE SOIL CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 


P.O. Box 1888, Trenton, New Jersey 
Tel: 609-292-5540 


TELEPHONE NO. 


201-489-7777 
or 538-1552 


609-267-7410 


609-767-6299 
or 767-3977 


784-1001 
609-625-9400 
or 625-2203 
609-451-2144 
201-431-3850 
or 462-1079 


609-629-0147 
or 629-2010 


201-239-1886 
or 239-1939 
or 538-1552 


201-782-3915 


609-695-5415 
or 989-6847 


201-285-6110 
or (538=1552 


201-244-7048 
or 349-1007 


609-769-1124 


201-526-2701 
or 725-3848 


201-383-7315 
or 383-3800 


201-852-2579 
or 852-5450 


<2 


State of New Jersey 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 


101 COMMERCE STREET 
NEWARK. NEW JERSEY 07102 


August 17, 1978 


Mr. Jack Andrews 

Division of Economic and Environmental Analysis 
New Jersey Department of Transportation 

1035 Parkway Avenue 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625 


Dear Mr. Andrews: 


The Department of Energy's review of the Erie Lackawanna 
Railroad Improvements Project (Hoboken Division) finds the pro- 
ject to be in substantial conformity with the State Energy Master 
Plan. Specifically, the reelectrification of the line and the pro- 
vision of other commuter-related improvements, (e.g. yard expansion 
and parking area modification at the Gladstone Station), strengthens 
the use of an existing mass transit corridor and supports the con- 
cept of a basic transportation network for the state of New Jersey 
(see, Energy and the New Jersey Transportation System, pg. 19). Ad- 
ditional advantages that would occur from the reelectrification por- 
tion of the project include compatibility with improvements being 
made on the Northeast Corridor Improvement Project and the proposed 
Kearny Connection Project that would make possible direct access into 
Manhatten. 


However, further analysis of certain sections would, in the 
Department's opinion, strengthen the document. Specifically, a 
more detailed picture of the impacted bus-feeder network should 
have been included. Such a statement as, "Increasing railroad 
ridership would cause a corresponding slight decrease in the use of 


...buses for commuting," does not appear to be borne out by the facts. 


According to the Morris County Board of Public Transportation, 
bus ridership has increased 10% over the past five years. Further- 
more, there has existed for some time a disagreement between the 
bus ridership figures used by the Commuter Operating Agency and 
the ridership data collected by the counties. This has,‘lead to 
differences of opinion regarding the viability of certain bus lines, 
specifically lines in Morris County. ) y 

} 
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Mr. Jack Andrews 
Page 2 ‘ 
August 17, 1978 


Additionally, we feel a strong need to reinstate the deferred 
phase III portion of the project, i.e. electrification of rail ser- 
vice between Dover and Netcong. We feel there are great potential 
transportation energy savings in this area. Netcong is the nexus 
of I-80, US 46 and US 206, all which could feed riders into the 
Erie Lackawanna Rail System. It is also an area of rapid growth, 
e.g. Mt. Olive Township, and there is a strong possibility that a 
major job generator might be established in the Netcong area (a de- 
cision on a proposal to establish a "foreign trade zone" is expected 
by mid-September, 1978), that could result in 2-3000 jobs. This 
would result in increased commutation to the Netcong areas. 


Such economic growth, when compatible with energy conscious 
land use, is DOE's primary concern. The electrification could 
augment that goal but a cautious eye should be focused on unre- 
strained suburban sprawl and potential additional trip miles 
generated by this project. 


The DOE and DEP can provide guidance on effectively channeling the 


economic stimulus generated by the reelectrification project into 
energy efficient growth. The DOE looks forward to a continuing re- 
lationship with DOT on projects of this nature. 


Sincerely, : 
v, \/ 


Edward, J. Linky, Administrstor 
Office of Planning & Policy Analysis 


EJL:sf 


cc: Charles Richman, Assistant Commissioner 


ETT ER#e a FENCY LETTER 4G 
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SOMERSET COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
County Administration Building 


7 353-5000 : if 
COURTHOUSE, ELIZABETH, N. J. 07207 Socndeville. ne ders 08876 Jon Sens chim 
j . ice Chair: 
d) ‘ 34) / f | y) sid if Leta Ss Freehoider 
& Se Ir 
CHUTE OF LUNG ee Bi Sha ne Serer 
' Otto Kaufman 
Henry C.Motter: 
GEORGE J. ALBANESE ALFRED H. LINDEN ate es, Henry Qaldottern 
COUNTY MANAGER PLANNING DIRECTOR Planning Director 


Thomas E. Decker, County 
Eng:neear 
er a 700 Thomas E. Maggio, Freehotder 
AT 


June 28, 1978 


Mr. J. F. Andrews 
Director, Divison of Economic 
and Environmental Analysis 


Mr. J. F. Andrews, Director N.J. Dept. of Transportation 


Division of Economic and 1035 Parkway Avenue 
Environmental Analysis Trenton, NJ. 08625 

N. J. Department of Transportation 

1035 Parkway Avenue Ben) He ® Goes 


Trenton, New Jersey 08625 


In reply to your letter of August 15, 1978, please find enclosed 
a copy of the statement made on July 20, 1978 on plans to modernize 
Conrail's Morristown Line, and Montclair and Gladstone Branches, by 
Kenneth D. Schmidt, Chairman of the Somerset County Planning Board, 
Transportation Committee. This statement represents our position on 
the Erie Lackawanna Improvements Project. 


Dear Mr. Dunkel: 


In reply to your letter of June 20, 1978 with attached Environ- - 
mental Assessment Report for the Erie-Lackawanna Improvements 
Project, we have no difficulty with this proposed project with the i 
exception that we understand certain residents of Summit are concerne 


about the location of the proposed sub-station in their community. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to 


contact us. 
Very truly yours, 


Very truly yours 
UNION COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT ; 


NANA LEE Lol “Cid 


Wifliam E. Roach, Jr. 


Walter W. Gardiner Alfred H. Linden ag Planning Director 
Transportation Engineer Planning Director in * ie : enc. 
AHL/WWG/mem : asi f 
‘ F y [7 < 
cc: Mr. Gerhart A. Dunkel, Manager, Tri-State Regional Planning ely 
Commission . 
v — pl 
we Ff. > A : 
Vv i al na 
af | eee. 
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STATEMENT MADE AT PUBLIC HEARING AT SUMMIT JUNIOR HIGH 
SCHOOL ON JULY 20, 1978, ON PLANS TO MODERNIZE CONRAIL'S 


MORRISTOWN LINE, AND MONTCLAIR AND GLADSTONE 
BRANCHES 


I am Kenneth D. Schmidt, Chairman of the Transportation 
Committee of the Somerset County Planning Board and I am 
presenting this statement on their behalf; I am also Mayor 
of the Borough of Watchung which is within the service area 
of the Gladstone Branch of the former Erie-Lackawanna Railroad 
now eit Sa under the ownership of the New Jersey Department 
of Transportation and presently operated under a contractural 
arrangement with ConRail. 

For many years I commuted on this railroad into the 
city of Newark, therefore, I have - first-hand experience 
with the service. I might add that over those years I was 
favorably impressed with the Erie-Lackemeae personnel, both 
management and operating personnel who made every effort to 
keep the trains running on time. Therefore, despite recent 
service degradation, the Erie-Lackawanna Rail service has 
historically been an excellent passenger rail line. 

I am presenting keatineay today on behalf of the 
County Planning Board of Somerset County because the County 
has had a long-standing tradition of supporting improved 
transit services, and I can think of no project that is more 


justified than the proposed improvements outlined here. 


(K.D.Schmidt) - Page 2 


Somerset County and the electorate of the State of: 
New Jersey have endorsed the re-electrification of this line 
Since the approval of the bond issue of 1968. I would hope 
the process of decision making at the State level could be 
expedited so as to implement projects such as this in a much 
shorter period of time. : 

I realize that we are now dealing with new leader- 
ship at the State Department of Transportation, but I would 
suggest that bad habits are difficult to break. Furthermore, 
the unconscionable delays in decision making in regard to the. 
Erie-Lackawanna Project, as well as the many other highway and 
transit projects have seu a pattern that has encompassed 
several administrations in Trenton. I would hope that we could 
break this pattern and not only expedite the Erie-Lackawanna 
Phase I Project, but also the ancillary improvements contemplated 
in subsequent phases. 

We are concerned about the environmental impact of 
this project upon the communities along the railroad. However, 
we recognize that in order to have improvements, there will be 
some negative impact during the course of construction. The 
advantages offered by rail transit over highway transportation 
are well documented so that the long-term positive features far 
outweigh any negative impacts attendant to this improvement.. 

We would also like to stress that improved rail 
transit with the added number of passengers that this project 
will attract will have a pronounced effect upon our problems 


of highway congestion and the increasing accident rate that 


(K.D.Schmidt) Page 3 


impacts all our communities. Furthermore, in a period of 
declining petroleum reserves, electrification of the rails 
offers an opportunity to utilize other sources of power 
other than imported petroleum. Many of our utilities are 
now turning toward a greater utilization of our vast domestic 
coal resources. We believe that this project is a logical 
response to the needs of the State of New Jersey to adhere 
to the Clean Air Act regulations of the pb maenmental Pro- 
tection Agency. Aside from Federal regulations, we all 
recognize that both the economic health and the physical well- 
being of the citizenry will be improved with the re-electrification 
of the Gladstone Branch. 
In respect to all the substations along this route, 
I would urge that the affected municipalities be provided 
with very detailed plans outlining screening proposals for each 
substation, including landscaping plans. We would urge that you 
respond to the needs of Bernardsville Borough in this respect. 
We further urge that the State Department of Trans- 
portation take immediate steps to improve parking facilities at 
the various station locations so as to achieve as high a passenger 
patronage as possible. The State Department of Transportation 
should examine fully the potential for utilizing any available 
funds that might be available, either from the Urban Mass 
Transportation Administration or the Federal Aid Urban System 


in order to implement parking and grade crossing improvements. 


(K.D.Schmidt) Page 4 


We suggest further that the State Department of 
Transportation endeavor to complete their studies concerning 
the Park/Ride facility on Route 206 in Peapack and Gladstone 
Borough so as to reduce the need for extensive parking at 
the Gladstone and Peapack Stations. 

I would like to add one further recommendation on 
a matter that often seems to fall between the cracks of the 


bureaucracy, especially where many millions of dollars are 


being spent for capital improvements. I think that the State 


Department of Transportation should have a Project Manager 


designated; a person to whom the counties and municipalities 


can have direct access in order to process suggestions and 
grievances during the construction period. 

We would hope that the State Department of Trans- 
portation would make every effort to keep rail passengers in- 
formed of contemplated service delays during the construction 
period. Also, the State Mee tied? ‘Oe Transportation has a 
direct responsibility to provide alternative service during 
periods of service breakdowns, as well as for contemplated 
delays, and D.O.T. should certainly plan for the unexpected 
snowstorm. | 

I thank you for this opportunity to present my views 
and those of the Somerset County Planning Board. I would hope 
that State and Federal authorities would do all in their power 


to complete this project as expeditiously as possible. 


x *© 2. *% 
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State of New Jersey STATE OF NEw JERSEY 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY 


JOHN J. HORN : DIVISION OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT HARRY J. CALLAGHAN 
: ae Clrector 
PATRICIA Q. SHEEHAN 363 WEST STATE STREET Commissions, LABOR AND INDUSTRY BUILDING 609-292-7757 
COMMISSIONER POST OFFICE BOX 2768 TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625 


TRENTON, N.J. 08625 


July 26, 1978 
August 22, 1978 


Mr. Jack F. Andrews, Director Mr. Jack F. Andrews 
Division of Economic and Director 
Environmental Analysis New Jersey Department of Transportation ; 
New Jersey Department of Transportation Division of Economic and Environmental Analysis 
1035 Parkway Avenue 1035 Parkway Avenue 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625 Trenton, New Jersey 08625 
RE: OSRC-FY-78-1277 Dear Mr. Andrews: 
Dear Mr. Andrews: An Economic Digest was made of the Environmental Assessment 
Report covering the Erie-Lackawanna Railroad Improvements Project 
In accordance with the U.S. Office of Management and Budget Circular (Morristown Line, Gladstone Branch, Montclair Branch) by this Division. 


A-95 Revised, your Environmental Assessment Report for Erie Lackawanna 
Railroad Improvements Project designated application OSRC-FY-78-1277, 
has met the State of New Jersey's Clearinghouse requirements. 


What has been proposed in the scope of the work has been found to be in 
the best interest of the future economic development potential for the 
areas concerned. 


We have circulated this Project Notification to the appropriate 


This Improvement Project is expected to bring some relief to 
State agencies, none of which have voiced any objections. 


a segment of the unemployed which has languished for far too long a time--- 
the construction trades. Employment in this area has dwindled to about 
28,000 in 1977 from a prerecession level of 36,000, representing a net 

loss of 8,000 jobs over a five year period. 


Very truly yours, 


Under Phase One of this project (October 1978 to June 1980) 
construction should employ a monthly average of 100 to a peak of 1,400 
workers. This 21 month period will restore an estimated 8% of the contract 
construction jobs lost since the recession in Hudson, Union, Morris and 
Essex Counties. 


ichard A. Ginma 
State Review Codrdinator 


RAG:cp 
The Division of Economic Development would welcome the oppor- 

tunity to assist the DOT in whatever way its many capabilities can be 

helpful in carrying out its mandate. 


Very truly yours, 
cow, WCe0 oO 
UY 
Harry J 


. Callaghan 
Director 


AD-18.7 (1-78) 
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595 NEWARK AVENUE MUNICIPAL BUILOING 
JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY 07306 
(201) 792-3737 Ext. 452-453 r. 
MRS. CONSTANCE 8B. ARNOTT ie 
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J.F. Andrews, Director July 26. 1978 
Division of Economics and Environmental Analysis y 4 : a\ 1 
New Jersey Department of Transportation 
1035 Parkway Avenue i 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625 
Subject: Erie-Lackawanna Railroad Improvements Project, we 
Environmental Assessment Report #NJDOT-EAR-78-02-D Mr. Russell Mullen 
Commissioner of Transportation 
Dear Mr. Andrews: 1035 Parkway Avenue 
After reviewing the environmental assessment report for | Ewing Township, N. J. 08625 
the Erie-Lackawanna Improvements Project the Hudson County Office of : 
Planning foresees no immediate undesirable impacts to the county. Dear Sir: 
Adequate consideration has been given to the design of the new signal 
control tower in the historical Hoboken terminal and yard area. The Enclosed you will find certified copy of a resolution 
power conversion, rehabilitation and reconstruction of overhead electrified adopted by the Board of Commissioners of the Town of Montclair at 
wires, the building of a Jersey City and Kearny substation and the improve- the meeting held July 26, 1978 
ments to be undertaken at the Hoboken maintenance facility are seen as y , : 
necessary actions in a continuing effort to restore dependable and ; 
attractive public transportation to the residents of northern New Jersey. Very truly yours, 
There is one indirect impact which this report has not adequately OF? ; a 
addressed and which could negatively effect Hudson County in the future. : Atte 7 Mbeca£ 
The re-electrification of the Erie-Lackawanna will enable trains to transfer T ah 
to AmTrak tracks at the proposed Kearny connection allowing direct access CBA/m 
into Manhattan. Any significant transfer of trains directly into Manhattan - Er 
may have an economic impact upon the Hoboken Terminal merchants, taxis', mS. 
buses and PATH. Although this question need not be addressed in this EAR, 
we felt it proper that our concern be expressed at this time. afosf& - 
Sincerely, ; 
<< 2a 
AMPAGNA, A A- 


LC/ad 


Kedevelopment Agency (c2 


f ' Public Works 


COMMISSIONER BONSAL July 25, 1978 


WHEREAS, the Department of Transportation of the State 


of New Jersey has plans for the re-electrification of the Mont- 


clair Branch of Conrail; and 


WHEREAS, the Department of Transportation —- indicated 
it proposes to construct a substation for said project in Location 
4-b, adjacent to low and middle income housing; and 

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body of the Town 
of Montclair are of the opinion that an alternate site would be 
more acceptable, now therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Town 
of Montclair, in the County of Essex, that this Board does urge 
the Department of Transportation to reconsider alternate sites 
preferred by the Montclair Redevelopment Agency before proceeding 
with said substation construction, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution 


be forwarded to the Commissioner of Transportation of the State 


of New Jersey. 


1 HEREBY CERTIFY the foregoing to be a fme copy of a 
resolution adopted Ly the Eocrd of Commissioners of the Town 
- of niclair, in the Ceunty of Lzsex, at its meeting held 


‘ties AS,..C7L4. Rises IE y 
| praevia ts heeded — 


of Montclair, N. J. 


fetter — = 


Edwin J. Bassler 
79 Beekman Road 2 
Summit, New Jersey 07901 


July 21, 1978 


Mr. J.F. Andrews 

Director, Division of Economic 

and Environmental Analysis 

New Jersey Department of Transportation 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625 


Dear Mr. Andrews: 


Erie Lackawanna Reelectrification Project 


On July 20, 1978 I presented verbal testimony at the NJDOT public hearing 
at Summit Junior High School expressing my concerns related to the re- 
electrification project, 


I have included my verbal comments within the following information and 
provide them herewith for your consideration as one who would be interested 
in the opinions of concerned residents. 


Residing in Summit, I commute daily on the Erie Lackawanna and PATH systems 
to my office at One Penn Plaza in New York. As such, I am sure you can 
appreciate the particular concerns I personnally have with respect to the 
potential advantages of a possible direct link to New York's Penn Station, 
and, on the other hand, the specific disadvantages which have been identi- 
fied in the Environmental Assessment Summary including noise pollution, 
loss of wildlife, clearing of trees, esthetic degradation and electrical 
influence. 


In attempting to quantify and balance the pros and cons with an objective 
viewpoint, I find that adequate information is not presented in the Summary 
(which of course may not mean it is not available to NJDOT) and that de- 
cisions may have been made in the interest of a marginal benefit to a number 
of commuters at a considerable emotional and financial cost to a larger 
number of New Jersey residents, 


Three specific project objectives are identified in the Summary: 


1. Upgrade a deteriorating railroad system 

2. Provide more efficient and comfortable service to commuters in northern 
New Jersey 

3. Achieve compatibility with other regional railroad improvements 
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I support the first two objectives and am in favor of increased effort 
towards early achievement of these goals, including such a local effort 
as renovation of Summit's railroad station, Inherent in the third 
objective is reelectrification,. 


a. For a commuter service line which has operated all these years, 
and which should be improved within the first two objectives; 
other than for encouraging direct access to New York's Penn 
Station, specifically why is it necessary to reelectrify? 

What are the specific advantages to commuters? What are the 
future costs for access to New York's Penn Station? 


b. How many commuters use the Erie Lackawanna, and of those, how 
many use PATH to 33rd Street as I do myself? 


c. In determining answers to a. and b, above, what is the cost 
effectiveness per commuter to Penn Station for reelectrification. 
Furthermore, what assurance is there that access to Penn Station 
will become a realty, and if so, when? 


d. I have considerable concern when subjective terms are used to 
define impacts of the reelectrification project, such as “inter- 
ference may increase slightly," "will not significantly effect," 
“minor environmental impacts," "in most cases" and "insofar as 
is possible."" The Level of dollar expenditures, the impact on 
Northern New Jersey and the impact on affected residents demand 
quantification to support a final decision. 


e. With respect to the increase in the electric power required from 
area utility companies, is this because the railroad generated 
their own power before or is this a net increase in overall power 
required. If the latter is the case, reelectrification appears 
inconsistent with the objective of improving efficiency of the 
system. 


f, In reaching a decision for reelectrification, what consideration 
has or will be given to increasing freight traffic on the Erie 
Lackawanna? ; 


The site for the Summit substation as reported in the Summary is in the 
midst of a residential area. In addition, this site is so far removed from 
the power tap that 17 support structures, each about 75 feet high, will be 
required through a residential area to carry the feeder line 4800 feet to 
the substation. This will obviously have a major adverse affect on the 
property values in the residential area as well as degrade the esthetics 

of the community, Should reelectrification be determined to be necessary, 
I strongly urge consideration of alternative non-residential sites closer 
to the power tap. This would eliminate both problems. 


My closing comment relates to the Summary that for the Summit substation 
"the wildlife species inhabiting the site will be reduced." 
as a youth in New York City and settled in Summit because of its better 
quality of life. 
on several occasions, is to watch a family of deer in our backyard. 


I grew up 


Part of that quality of life that my family has enjoyed 


I request your serious consideration as to the total price we pay in the 
name of progress. 


Respectfully, 


Ao fie 


Edwin J. Bassler 


The Office of Community Involvement 
New Jersey Department of Transportation 
1035 Parkway Avenue 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625 
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38 Pembroke Drive 
Mendham, NJ 079L5 
August 2, 1978 


Mr. J. F. Andrews, Director 

Division of Economic and Environmental Analysis 
New Jersey Department of Transportation 
Trenton, NJ 08625 


Dear Mr. Andrews: 


I attended the Public Hearing held by NJDOT at Summit Junior High School 
on July 20, 1978, and wish to make comments on the Erie Lackawanna 
Railroad Improvements Project discussed at the meeting. 


1. I would like to begin by stating that, as a daily commuter on the 
Morristown line, I strongly support the reelectrification projéct. The 
line is vital to the economic viability of the communities it serves. 
The system must be rehabilitated before the service collapses totally 
because of antiquated equipment and power facilities. 


2. While environmental considerations are of merit, these considerations 
must be placed in perspective and should not impede the orderly and 
prompt reelectrification of the line. 


3. The public officials and interested citizens of Millburn Township 
presented compelling reasons for selection of Alternative One (as 
described on p. 8-62 of the Environmental Assessment Report) as the site 
of the Millburn autotransformer electrical substation. As a former resident 
of Millburn, I am familiar with the two alternatives and support Alternative 
One as the site least offensive to the community's environment. 


lh. The citizens of Summit presented strong evidence at the Hearing 
indicating that the proposed supply electrical substation and the electrical 
feeder line will have a greater negative impact on Summit than NJDOT's 
report indicates. The concerns of the Summit residents should be heard 
fully before site selection and designs are finalized. 


5. The Montclair Branch reelectrification is of questionable value. 
Current ridership is low and is unlikely to increase. Economic factors 
should be considered in this case and the funds used to greater benefit 
on other aspects of the project. (Service could be provided by diesels, 
as is now done on several Montclair Branch trains.) 
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Mr. J. F. Andrews 
NJDOT 2. 


6. In reference to Table 5.3, "1976 Passenger Counts and 1985 
Design Year Projections," on p. 5-7, the station name "Littleton" is 
used for the station between Denville and Morristown. Presently 
there are two stations between Morristown and Denville--Morris Plains 
and Mt. Tabor. Would you please indicate the source of the "Littleton" 
name, the location of the station, and the reasons the name was used 
without clarifying footnotes. 


In closing, I will mae the obsevation that the NJDOT officials at 
the Hearing were auite knowledgable on the Project and answered 
questions quite candidly. However, one thing was missing: a strong 
sense of urgency. I urge you and all others connected with this 
project to make every effort to expedite all phases of the operation 
so that the Erie Lackawanna may once again return to its former 
greatness. 


Sincerely, 


Richard F. Begley 


July 23, 1978 


Mr J. PF. Andrews, Director 

Div. of Economic & Enviornnentel Anelysis - 
New Jersey Devartment of Transpotretion 

Trenton, Nev Jersey 08625 


a 


MR. Andrews: 


IT had the oppurtunity to attend a.recent public 


b 


learing concerning 
the uvcoming re-electrificetion of the Morris & Essex Division of 
Conrail/NJDOL (Ex—Erie Lackawanne, Ex—- Lackawenna). I, for one am 
finelly gled to see that this long awaited project is setting under 
way. Wheat I would like to lmow is, why were the Arrow III cars 
delivered so soon, or for thet matter, why wesn't the electrificetion 
done sooner? Not that I have eny complaints(excent that the whole mess 
hes wasted enough time.), but it is a sed sight as vou ride by the 
Harrison, NJ Rail yerds and see the new Arrow's sitting there. 


ie) 


I have a couple of suszsestions in order to put these cors int 
service hefore the project is completed, AND using them not on the 
; tyne 115 f oc 7? nt eat * int TT aiaieecan en 
Penn Central, hut on the M & E division of Conrail/NJDOT! One possibility 

bis ie ss 4 : 
is the usage of the GE U34-Cil(vessenser)locomotives on the point (head 
iL 


end), but since a number of these sre recieving overhauls ond new #s 


”- 


ese 

there micht be a shortage for the resular "push—pulls". Another one 
Lessince a test track is to be pleced in Herrison so the crews can 
e feel " of these new cars, and since 

Peannck/Gladstone) is to be completed epprox. six months in advance, 
use the test track until the Gladstone branch is finished, and then 
use them on off peck hours( which is what is to be doneleter, excent 
during "rush" hours.) My third alternative is to do the follovinss 


Take a few of these new Arrow III's, redo their wi 
i 


the nontogzraphs to the 3000 volt DC current that the current MU' 


ring, and adjust 

s 

are using, end use these until the conversion is connleted. (this, sf 

possible, should be done.) I hove that you will take the Inst idea into 

into consideration, ot least, end let me lmow if anythine(A¥ even if 
' 
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19 Hawthorne Rd 
: Short Hills, N. J. 07078 
4 . August 1, 1978 


Office of Community Involvement 

New Jersey Department of Transportation 
1035 Parkway Avenue 

Trenton, N. J. 08625 


Dear Sirs: 


In regard to the Erie Lackawanna improvements I believe that the most 
important environmental questions have not been asked. 

Are all the big, ugly power transformers, auto-transformers and other 
power equipment really necessary? ; 


There is more than one way to design a power system. After 40 years 
of electrical progress is it reasonable that the most desirable system 
requires more and bigger equipment than the system that was installed 
in the 1930's? 


Does the power equipment have to be more objectionable in appearance 
than equipment installed by the regulated utilities? 


Is it reasonable to need 16 pieces of power equipment’ when there are 
seldom 16 trains in motion at the same time? 


Can we afford to design for a 50% increase in ridership when the last 
15 years have shown a decrease? 


Other lines do not have the number of power stations that are proposed 
for this line. The trains that will ride on our lines are now running 
on lines that do not have the objectionable transformers. 


The most obvious objection to the equipment is its height. Why can't 
the framework be reduced in heightso that it is more in line with the 
height of the actual transformers and buildings? 


Perhaps we can not afford some of the program. The cars are touted 
for their accelleration, but accelleration requires alot of power. 
Perhaps we should sacrifice some of the accelleration for the sake 

or reducing the power requirement. Perhaps the power requirements 
for a 50% increase in ridership should be delayed until there is some 
indication that it is really happening. 


We don't understand what engineers are doing, so we think that they 
must be right. But engineering design is an art, and involves the 
consideration of may trade-offs. In this case all the decisions seem 
to have been made against the immediate environment of the electrical 
equipment. 


F. G. BOY E”’ 
140 BEEKMAN ROAD 


, will be felt 
This project involves too much money and its impact Seis: a eke 


over so many years that we can not afford to have less than the . 
most suitable system. The proposed design has not been supporte 
by any credible explanation that it is other than possibly the 

least expensive solution. 7 : pare be 478 f 


someone stood back and evaluated this total plan 
pills the Pgh the 16 areas that will be negatively impacted | , 
by the proposed design. , si: De iis oo 
The Office of Community Involvement 
New Jersey Department of Transportation 


Sincerely, | tie 1035 Parkway Avenue 
fie OD APE pst cette Trenton, Nd 08625 
Robert F. Bonner _ Dear Mr. Crawford: 


I have read with interest the Erie Lackawanna Railroad Improvements 
Project (Hoboken Division) Environmental Assessment Report dated 
June, 1978. Being a resident of 140 Beekman Road (not Avenue), I 
will limit my comments to Section 5.1.2.1 - Pages 5-28, 5-29, 

5-30 and 5-31, along with appropriate appendices. 


First of all, Mr. Crawford, what would your reaction -be if a report 
was submitted to you which may be a threat to your lifestyle, and 
the first thing that hits you are two glaring inaccuracies. 

Because of this, I have immediately assumed that the balance of 

the report lacks credibility. 


: The misleading maps shown on Page 5-29, and identified as Figures 

5-16 and 5-17, completely omit OAK FOREST LANE, which is directly 

South of the proposed electrical substation 8A, and Beekman Road 
is identified as Beekman Avenue. ’ 


Again, I can only assume that your people never even walked past 
the boundaries of the railroad property, otherwise they would 
have seen the Oak Forest Lane Cul-de-sac and street signs that 
identify "Beekman" as Road and not Avenue. 


It appears that only two alternatives were investigated for 
locating the Electrical Substation: 


1. 8A (recommended), East of the existing substation 
2. 8B, West of the existing substation 


_ You will have to admit that a more thorough and comprehensive job 
was done in the other communities under Appendix 8.2 - Alternative 
Substation Sites. The City of Summit with the largest proposed 
Supply Electrical Substation measuring 475 feet in length was 
offered a minimum of two alternatives. 


Mr. dages Crawford Page 2 August 1, 1978 


Here are some comparisons: 


Alternatives Substation 
Presented By D.0.T. Length 
Summit 2 475' 
Bernardsville 8 211" 
Morris Township 6 104’ 
Dover 5 168' 
Map] ewood 4 248' 
Kearney (closest to 3 400' 


substation size) 


The question. is obvious - Why only two? 


On the subject of the power line, again the path of least resis- 
tance was chosen in spite of your own admission that if the 
towers were placed on the Westward embankment slope, toward the 
Union County Parkland, it would be less objectionable to the 
‘residents in this area. But because the Union County Park 
Commission and the Fed is involved, we should roll over, play 
dead and eliminate that from consideration. I don't buy it! 


Two alternatives that should be considered are: 


1. Locate the substation on the Jersey Central Power and Light 
Site adjacent to Stanley Avenue and‘the proposed switching 
station. The partial or almost total elimination of the 
feeder line and support structures would also be a plus for 
the location. 


It is my understanding that the substation would have to be 
redesigned smaller than the present plans call for in order 

to fit on the lot. That can be done, I'm sure. As for cost, 
the almost total elimination of the 17 support structures 

and 4800 feet of feeder line should more than offset the 
additional redesign cost. Construction costs may be less also. 


2. Locate the substation in the vicinity of the City of Summit 
Transfer and Dumping Station, taking a small piece of Passaic 
River Park. No residents would be affected and I think this 
is a very convincing point to be used with both the Union 
County Park Commission as well as the Federal Government 
whose permission I understand is necessary if any parkland 
is used for a federally funded project. 


i ae 


Mr. James Crawford Page 3 August 1, 1978 


In the year 1978, with all of the sophisticated Engineering 
talents available, why must a structure be 475 feet long by 100 
feet wide by 55 feet high to accomplish the job? I'm certain 
this monstrosity can be redesigned, made smailer, put partially 
below ground and insulated to minimize noise levels. 


Xl await your response. 


Very truly yours, 


FGB/dkc 
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85 West END AVENUE 
SumMit, New JERSEY 07901 


July 30, 1978 
Div. of Economic & Environmental Aanalysis 
N. J. Dept. of Transportation 
Trenton, N. J. 08625 
AfttecMe. TowP- Andrews, Dir. 
Re: Reelectrificaticn of 
Dear Sir: Erie-Lackawanna R. R. 


I wish to express my eppesiticn to the above pro- 
posed project. The complete project as proposed is 
not necessary, as changing to a higher volteze re- 
quires the raisin g of bridges and other obstructions 
for air gap clearances. I agree with the enclosed 
article fpom the Star-Ledger of 7-23-78, which is a 
more sensible and by rar the most economical way to 
revise the rail system in North New Jersey. 

Even with direct commuter service from the E. L. to 
Penn Station, N. Y. C., it would still require a 
transfer for those going to lower N. Y. C. A trans- 
fer point in the meadows where the E. L. and the 
Penn tracks intersect would be the most logical. 
Perhaps in the future, but as of now the amount of 
daily commuters is such a small percentage of the 
area working force, that spending such higk suns 

of taxpayer money seems inappropriate. The exist- 
ing new cars the FE. L. has-now can be used in other 
parts of the country and I understand some are. 


If this is not to be the ultimate plan and your pro- 
ject as outlined must £0 through, my main concern is 
the location of the Summit substation. This should 
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further west along the rail right-of-way, 
weatens local cemetery and a lesser ied Seer ol, 
where noise and electrical interference wouldnét he 
of prime importance. Where shown, of course, is t e 
ideal location at the junction of the tracks, but 
moving the substation nearer the switching station 
could obviate the installation of the high feeder a 
line. The substation itself could easily be redesign 
to fit in more of a square than a rectangular area, 


if necessary. - 


e consider the first option of this letter; a 
=r ot work by the municipalities along the E. L. ; 
can be avoided and many more tax dollars can be saved. 


Very truly yours, 


eine 


Donndd Cain 
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57 BEEKMAN RD. 
SUMMIT, N. J- 07901 


July 31, 1978 


Mr. J. F. Andrews 
Division of Economic & 

Environmental Analysis 
N.J. Dept. of Transportation 
Trenton, N.J. 08625 


RE: SUMMIT ELECTRICAL SUPPLY SUBSTATION - 
ERIE LACKAWANA RAILROAD IMPROVEMENT 


PROJECT 


Dear Mr. Andrews: 
The location of this substation between the split of the 
tracks formed by the Morristown Line and Gladstone Branch 
east of Passaic Ave. will have detrimental effects on far 
more families and properties than it appears most folks 
involved in the project realize. I would like to call 
your earnest attention to this problem. 


At the onset, the noise levels and distances they can be 
heard seem to be severely understated in the Environmental 
Assessment Summary. This was emphatically made clear by 
one of the speakers at the July 18 meeting who worked for 
Jersey Central Power & Light for several years and, in 


the course of his duties, regularly vis 
He flatly stated that the “hum" (24 hours a day) is very 
As far as TV inter- 


loud and audible up to half mile. 
ference is concerned, even the Assessment states that it 
ile beyond the railroad 


will be significant ‘one-quarter m 
This would mean more than that quarter 


right of ie 
Mile from the substation. 


There are a minimum of 181 HOMES and FAMILIES that will 
definitely be within range of the noise. I would estimate 
that at least another 50 could be affected. An expert, 
you can better estimate the detrimental effects on people, 


as many as 600/700. 


Property values have to go down. 
buy a home exposed to a highly unpleasant sound. 


I certainly would not 
I would 


ited AC substations. 


Mr. J. F. Andrews July 31, 1978 


just look somewhere else. Am I right in thinking 
you would probably do the same? For most people, 
the home is their largest investment, possibly the 
only one of significance. To unnecessarily have 
this investment, so important to their present and 
future, lose substantial value would be a body blow 
from which many could not recover. 


We are told there are alternative sites. I, and all of 
us who stand to lose so much, would like to urge that 
one of the alternatives be selected. 


Very truly yours, 
ad. ‘ fo 4 Va d 
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91 Whitney Road 
4 Short Hills, New Jersey 
July 30, 1978 


Office of Community Involvement 
New Jersey Department of Transportation 
1035 Parkway Avenue 


Trenton, New Jersey 08625 


Dear Sirs: 


We urge you to abide by the decision reached by the 
Millburn Townsnip Committee to locate the CONRAIL 
transformer in the rear of a downtown parking lot, 
your Alternate site #1, as oppssed to any Municipal 


-Gerage site. Your Alternative $2 site is in full 


view of several homes in our neighborhood. It will 
adversely affect our property values and annoy us 
24 hours a day by its lighting, noise and TV inter- 
ference. 


Sincerely. 
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John Devine 


August 1, 1978 


Mr. J. F. Andrews 

Director of Economie & Environmental Analysis 
New Jersey Department of Transportation 

1035 Parkway Avenue 

Trenton, N. J. 08625 


Dear Mr. Andrews, 


Re: Environmental Assessment Report, June 1978 


Erie Lackawanna Railroad Improvements Project 


I have read with interest the above report and wish to make several comments for 
the record both as an Environmental Committeeman and Councilman-Elect for the boro 
of Peapack-Gladstone. 


It is agreed that improvements must be made and it is acknowledged that the 
Environmental Report has properly considered all areas of impact. However, the 
exceptions taken are a matter of degree to which the DOT will go to minimize all 
of the impacts outlined in the Environmental Report. 


i. 


Has any consideration been given to burying the substation? This would 
eliminate or at least minimize the need for camouflage. If this alternative 
is not possible (and I'm sure you will tell us why) I believe a solid enclosure 
with landscaping would be in the town's best interest to muffle noise and 
hide the unsightly grid of wires and transformers. Further, the use of tall 
(25' and higher) evergreens are recommended to surround the entire 
perimeter of the substation, not just the approaches from Main Street. 
Evergreens do not defoliate in the winter as do other vegetation within 
sight of residences. 


In line with public testimony at Summit Junior High School on the subject 
of noise control, I am not convinced that 32-38 dba (for each transformer) 
cannot be heard sufficiently to become annoying to surrounding homes 
and businesses within 200 feet of the transformers. Are the ratings based 
on the ability to hear the transformer noise while indoors or just while 
outdoors? Further, what other steps could be taken to guarantee mitigation 
of noise? 


Regarding electrical interference for TV and radio, trouble is not expected 
beyond one-quarter mile from the station. In the event of interference 
cable shielding could be provided. My question is, why wait?! It would be 
less costly, time-consuming, and foresighted to do such additional work 
during the project instead of waiting for public rancor months after 
completion. 


While runoff during the construction period will be controlled by sedimenta- 
tion basins and other erosion control measures, I would like to be assured 
such control measures will be planned and executed not only with the 
advice and consent of the NJDEP, but also with that or our Boro's town 
engineer and Environmental Commission. This should be done to enable 
these local authorities to answer any questions from their superiors and 
constituents as well as to follow the project's progress with full knowledge 
and understanding. 


«is 


The old Gladstone station meets criteria for nomination in the National 
Register of Historic Places. My question is: Who'll nominate it, preserve 
it, and maintain it with regard to grounds, historical information, painting, 
ete., since it is Conrail property? If Conrail doesn't do all of the above, 
the station will become just another "old building" and therefore a potential 
eyesore. 


According to the scale drawings in the Environmental Report, the passenger 
platform is approximately 900 feet long. Why so long if the present 
ridership is only 250 people? Even if ridership doubles, the proposed length 
is questionably long. This leads us to the next question. ss 


The present parking area will not be expanded. How does DOT expect to 
handle the increased ridership of 445 in 1985. Won't this discourage use . 
of Conrail? Conrail should not expect to push this burden of parking 
responsibility onto the Boro. Instead of making this platform 900 feet 
long, the space might be better used as parking area. 


The Environmental Report says the passenger pavillion will be designed 
to be architecturally compatible with its surroundings. In keeping with. 
the DOT's desire to "maintain the village character of the community," 
we want to be consulted as to what is "architecturally compatible" with 
our town. In essence, we want formal approval of proposed drawings for 
the platform and the station's facade. 


In the past, maintenance responsibility has been with Conrail with regard 
to litter, snow removal, ete. What specific actions can be outlined to us 
that such maintenance will be performed. For example, snow removal was 
lacking last winter. Can Conrail relinquish these services to the Boro 
using a bill-back scheme? 


“In short, we ask DOT for full disclosure and participation during the planning and 


execution of this project. While we will monitor the progress in line with the 
Environmental Report, we would prefer to actively cooperate with the DOT throughout 
the entire project. 


Your response to the above questions is kindly requested. 


HOME ADDRESS: 


Pfizer Drive 


Gladstone, N.J. 07934 
Home Phone: 
Business Phone: 574-4131 


Very truly yours, 


kobotS Que 
Robert J. Dunne 


Committeeman, 
Environmental Commission 
Councilman-Elect 

Boro of Peapack-Giadstone 


234-2793 


Ce: Mr. Larry McLaughlin (Office of Community Involvement) 


Mayor Al Seracic 
Ms. Lynn Boyd 


FREDERICK C. KENTZ (1911-1969) 


WILLIAM R. GILSON ‘July 19, 1978 
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9 PARMLEY PLACE 
SUMMIT, N. J’. O7901 
(Area Cove 20) 277-3131 


Office of Community Involvement 
Department of Transportation 
1035 Parkway Avenue 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625 


. Re: Proposed Summit Supply Electrical 
Substation 


Dear Sirs: 

We represent Mr. and Mrs. Felix J. Cianciulli, 
the owners of 107 West End Avenue, Summit, N.J. Mr. Cianciulli 
and-his parents before*him have lived at that address for the 
past 60 years or more. They were not affected by the existing 
substation which was put in when the tracks were electrified 
some 40 years ago. They will be very adversely affected by 
the proposed monstrous building the upper end of which will be 
located within a few feet of their property, for the following 
reasons: 


1. They are informed there will be a constant 
humming noise which will be particularly annoying to them, 
being so close, and what is even more serious, will be stress- 
inducing. 


2. There will be interference with their T.V. 
and radio reception. 


3. There will be danger under the transmission 
lines if metallic objects directly underneath are touched and 
it can be predicted the installation will attract children as 
the existing substation did when Mr. Cianciulli was a boy. 


4. The concrete hulk can best be described as an 
eyesore and 75 transmission lines and the accompanying towers 
which will have to be higher will add to the extreme undesira- 
bility. It is a use which is incompatible with the residential 
neighborhood where it is proposed to be located, a neighborhood 
which is properly zoned residential. In other words, the use 
is contrary to the intent and purpose of the Summit Zoning 
Ordinance. The zoning could only be residential since the area. 
contains only residences and the objections stated above make 
it abundantly clear the proposed use should not be permitted. 


~ 


Office of Community Involvement 2 July 19, 1978 


5. For the reasons stated the location of the 
monster and its incompatible use will be a distinct detriment 
to property values in the neighborhood and especially those 
closest to it such as our clients'. 


Since a substation in the general area seems certain 
our clients take the following position:.- 


1. Relocate the site to a more appropriate spot to 
the West, perhaps near the proposed switching station. 


2. Design a much more compact substation. 

3. Depress the substation. 

4. If it must be in the immediate area, locate it 
adjacent to or over the existing substation where the "Y" is wider 
so that it will be further from the rear property lines of the 
residences which adjoin it. 

Very truly yours, 
KENTZ and GILSON 
Vt CEb~ 
; 14 fae 
WRG: mdb j William R. Gilson 
cc. Mr. and Mrs. Felix J. Cianciulli 


Letra ~ 


p CARL GRECO | 


CARL GRECO 


8 CAPE COURT MILLBURN-SHORT HILLS, NEW JERSEY 07041 PHONE (201) 376-3427 


8 CAPE COURT MILLBURN-SHORT HILLS, NEW JERSEY 07041 PHONE (201) 376-3427 
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therefore when I read that you were still considering the 

L- garage location I was impressed Somebody is left with sore 
sense I thought! When I suspected someone would listen 
I decided to take the time to voice my opinion, © ae 


I think it would serve the comaunity and residents much 


In a few limited conversations I learned that my views were . ss 
better for the several reasons I alluded to above, to place i 


not uncommon;including members of tk Historical and Yreservation 
_ Committee. i suppose wherever_the transformer will be located 
will elicite outerys fporom nearby residents, Either proposed 
. location is about equal to me since I am luckily, surrounded 
by the Reservation, 


Mg chief objection is the matter of congestion and increased 
. congestion -in the Center of town... Fra kly, when I head out. —-~~ 


the transformerat the town Garage. (what ever became of the 
to shop I usually end up in the Livingston area because 
| 
| 


proposal by the cemetary near Bodwell Terrace? It would 


De: LORS -QhS BUDPLES. PROTO) 2b erep ety rome I can't make it through the traffic on Main and vicinity,  .... ~~... 


To reduce the number of parking spaces by 25 is absurd, 
particularly since recent construction and proposed office. — ~ 


SOBRE EGU. FOr. your. Times: , 
buildings in the area have already made the situation Unbearable, 


Secondly is the matter of aesthetics, I believe the transformer 
is much more suited to the town garage location where among 
other things; it will be less conspicious md certainly will 

not take away from valuable land and parking space. 


Apparently our Town Authorities are so far removed from the 
issues and do not become affected by the everyday hustle 
that many of the townsfolk (myself very much included) do. 


P.S. Will you kindly excuse the many errors in this letter. 
I did not take the time to compose or check the letter, 


As I said earlier, whgn I see that logic erd and intelligence 


SIGNED will be bludgeoned by politics J usually "drop out", 
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CARL GRECO 


8 CAPE COURT MILLBURN-SHORT HILLS, NEW JERSEY 07041 


PHONE (201) 376-3427 


4 pate July 28, 1978 


S oP, Andrews 
To Division of Economic & Enviornmental susuvect Millburn Transformer 
N.J. Department of Transportation Location 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625 reverent |) a deer-emueegrbaied 


_ Dear J.F. Andrews, ail ron a 


I am writing with regard to the matter @ the location of the 
proposed R.R,. transformer, in spite of the slahbed and one-sided 
coverage in the ITEM and steering by the local politicians. 

~ Normally, I am apathetic about trying to educate politicians as a 
result of my 38 years seeing that "you can't beat the SYSTHIi". 
I don't vote nor attend meetings because I know the power structure - 
will win out regardless of laws, common sense or will of the people. 
This is not to say I am not concerned,: I believe ® am an = 
astute observer of our organizations end feel I have reasonable 
intelligence to form opinions on various matters. Without too 
much discourse I chould admit I believe in THe Peter Principle. 


Thus, I pay my taxes, maintain property, and devote my energies 
_to my teaching duties and leave the policy making where it is 
lockebin... in the political machinery. 


It was quite a shock when I read the currert account in The Item 
that your department had not been bulldozed into the location 
prescribed by the local administratarg! All along, I had considered 
the town garage location the better of tle two possibilities. 
I based my judgment on common sense as well as professional 
aesthetic capacity and some euvaepagental and design studies. 
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110 West End Avenue 


Summit, New Jersey 


July 21, 1978 


Office of Community Involvement 
Department of Transportation 
1035 Parkway Avenue 


Trenton, New Jersey 


Gentlemen: 


08625 


07901 


=> 5-= 


I wish to register my opposition to the proposed 
construction of the electrical substation between West End 


and Beekman Avenues, 


Summi 


t, New Jersey. 


The substation will cause noise pollution and 
what Newsweek magazine calls electrical smog; both of which 
will have deleterious physiological effects on the residents 


of this heavily populated area. 


Further, 


it will be an 


o> ct as \ 
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eyesore with no redeeming aesthetic value which will seriously 
affect our property values. 


There must be other sites where a substation would 


have less impact on fewer people. 


designs which could accomplish the same goal. 


Has enough homework been done on this project? 


Or there must be other 


D.O.T.'s agents don't even recognize the existence of Oak 
Forest Lane in their plans in their Environmental Assessment 


Report, thus, making the Report quite misleading and its 
conclusions suspect. 
a switching station a mile away? 


Why? 


Why run high voltage wires to 


Could not the two be 


adjacent to each other on the Jersey Central property 
thereby eliminating the need to string wires through our, 


or any other, 
abated? 


community? 


Cannot the noise pollution be 
Cannot the substation be below grade? 


the size of the substation be decreased? 


Cannot 


It is questions like these which must be answered 
to the satisfaction of the citizens of Summit before this 
project should be commenced. 


Very truly yours, 


7. 
f 


(Be theg- Le? 


S/ 
Ve 


Carolyn’W. Hoffman ~ 


RUDOLPH H. NICHOLS JR. 


93 West End Avenue 
Summit, N. J. 07901 
1 August 1978 


Mr. J. F. Andrews, Director 

Division of Economic and Environmental 

Analysis 

New Jersey Department of Transportation : 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625 


Dear Sir: 


Following is an addendum to my letter of 30 July regarding 


the proposed Supply Electrical Substation installation at 
Summit: 


(Addendum to 1. NOISE) 


On page 8-101, Paragraph 8.10.3.b of your "Environmental 
Assessment Report of June 1978 it is stated that, 


State of New Jersey Noise Central Regulations 

NJSA 13:1F-1 et seq. state that "no sound is 
permitted from any industrial or commercial 
operations, which when measured at any residential 


. property line, is in excess from 10:00 p.m. to 
r= a.m. of any of the following: 


1) "Continuous airborne sound which has a noise 
level in excess of 50 dB(A)..." 


I point out to you that the property lines of the residences 
on West End Avenue, Beekman Road and Oak Forest Lane are 

the property lines of the railroad right-of-way. I 

conclude that your estimated sound levels (64 dBA at 

50 ft, 58 dBA at 100 ft) are clearly in violation of 

the New Jersey statute by at least 8 dB, a factor of 

6 times in sound-power. 


Again, I protest! 


Sincerely, 


f—<— f 
— 


Rudolph H. Nichols, PhD 
Consultant in Acoustics 
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LETTER-i4 


47 Whitney Road a 
Short dills, N.J.07073 
August 1, 19736 


Re: Selection of Site for Railroad Transformer in 
Millburn Township 


Office of Community Involvement 
New Jersey Departrent of Transportation 


10455 Parkway savenué 
* Sc9e 
Trenton, N.J. 08525 


Sire 

This letter is to urge you to follow tne decision 2 
of ¥illburn's Township Committee in locating tne pene 
transformer in tne vacant liorery par«ing lot (alternuteyl). 


There seems absolutely no guestion to Ley yess 2 A 
superiority over any site in tne municipal garage area in : 
terms of adverse impact on surrounding areas, taat FRO es, a 
question of how alternate site 72 ever came to bg peeene* e 
is most intriguing. One would nope we would not have to 
delve into this question professionally. 


if your Department chooses to foliow tae Milloura : 
Township's Committee selection, then the paar ime oan ze 
on with its improvements and New Jersey's sy Ape can 
enjoy improved rail service witnout needless cdelay. 


Yours truly, 


- 


Kenneth 4. Sausville 
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COMMENT ON REELECTRIFICATION OF ERIE-LACKAWANNA RAILROAD 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT REPORT 


By John F. Schwanhausser, 19 Oak Forest Lane, Summit, New Jersey 


This residence, 19 Oak Forest Lane, is probably the house which 
will be closest to the proposed Summit Supply Substation as shown 
in the Environmental Assessment Report. I am a Utility Engineer -- 
Manager by profession with nearly 30 years experience in Electric 
Transmission and Distribution -- presently Manager - Transmission 
and Distribution Engineering for Public Service Electric and Gas 
Company. . = 


As such, I am also a daily user of the railroad and I applaud, 
encourage and support the reelectrification project being considered. 
I also am most interested in seeing that it is done at least cost 

to the State and hence the taxpayers and with minimum impact on the 
environment. 


Over the past few months, as some of the details of the electrical 
supply plan have become available, via the E.A.R., I have attempted 
to evaluate, with the assistance of some of my colleagues, the 
practicality of the electric distribution arrangement, especially 

as to the location of the Summit Supply Substation, the 230 kV pole 
line extension necessary to serve it, and the switching station 
proposed to be adjacent to Jersey Central's 230 kV tower line near 
Stanley Avenue. While I have been made aware that certain originally 
proposed alternative locations close to the 230 kV line, not mentioned 
in the E.A.R., were rejected because the Union County Park Commission 
was understandably unwilling to consider any encroachment for use by 
the D.O.T., I am not at all convinced that a full and fair appraisal 
of at least one alternative has been made by all parties involved. 


I refer to a proposal to locate the supply substation under the 
existing transmission tower line between Stanley Avenue and the 
tower immediately to the south of the railroad. Here we have prop- 
erty already in use for electric supply purposes; and although 
perhaps undesirable from the Utility point of view, certainly not 
defensible to reject such use of the land since Jersey Central 
already has at least two such stations directly under their lines 
and at least four others very close to the lines. I have been told 
there is insufficient space without encroaching on park land, but 
no one has been able to tell me that a land interchange between the 
Park, the Railroad and Jersey Central was attempted or even suggested 
to be worked out in the interest of economy and overall reduced 
environmental impact. The prototypical plan shown in the E.A.R. 

is uneconomical of space and I am convinced that if the D.O.T. can 
design a 475 X 100 foot station at the wye of the tracks, a \ 
350 X 135 foot plan can as easily be designed to be located at 
Stanley Avenue under the tower line. 


Further, I have not been convinced that there is any valid electrical 
reason why the supply station should not be located there and the 
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original unmentioned proposals by the D.O.T. to locate it near 
the 230 kV line confirm my reasoning. 


There is a major economic advantage as well. I estimate that 
constructing the 75 foot high pole line in such a way as to avoid 
park land encroachment from the 230 kv line to the wye and rising 
over the existing Jersey Central 34.5 kV tower line on even higher 
poles near Passaic Avenue, will cost somewhere in the $800,000 to 
$900,000 range, an expenditure which would be unnecessary at 
Stanley Avenue. Further, the disconnect switches which are planned 
by the D.O.T. at the proposed switching station can be mounted 
much more effectively on the terminal structure for the substation 
thereby eliminating the need for both stations and may even avoid 

a duplicate set d disconnects at the station as presently proposed. 
Since the extra 25 kv feeder lines required by the proposal between 
Stanley Avenue and the wye can much more easily be mounted on the 
existing catenary structures, as indeed they will be under the 
present plan along the right-of-way to serve the auto transformer 
substations, I foresee at least 3/4 million dollar overall saving 
and no environmental impact of sightpollution, possible radio and 
television interference and much less possibility of noise on 
neighboring residences. 


I strongly urge you to give much more serious consideration to this 
obviously cheaper, less disruptive alternative and I offer my 
services to assist in attempting to bring the various parties 
together to work out a solution acceptable to all concerned. 


Should it not be feasible to arrange for the combined station in 

the Stanley Avenue area, there are other alternate locations along 
the right-of-way on County Freeholder land which promise significant 
savings with less environmental impact than the proposed 8A location. 


There is, for instance, more than adequate space on the south side 
of the railroad between Mt. Vernon and New Providence Avenues, fully 
shielded from contiguous residential properties, since the railroad 
is elevated, preventing sighting or hearing from residences. 
Similarly, another site along ‘the tracks east of New Providence 
Avenue adjacent to the City Dump and transfer station is nearly as 
well shielded from properties on West End Avenue and would be a 
similar land use to that of the adjacent dump which I doubt anyone 
seriously believes will be discontinued in the foreseeable future. 
Use of these locations would save at least $350,000 in reduced 

230 kV line extension costs. 


If these alternates cannot be negotiated, site 8B, mentioned as 
rejected in the E.A.R. would still be less damaging to the environment, 
and less costly in 230 kV costs as outlined as follows: 

The E.A.R. states this site was rejected because views from adjacent 
residences were “less direct" than those for site 8A. This is simply 


inaccurate and incorrect because at least thirty residences 

on Oak Forest Lane, Beekman Road and West End Avenue will have 
direct views of the station as proposed, especially for nearly 
half the year when leaves are off trees. For a station at 8B, 
which is almost entirely in a natural depression, no views from 
West End would be possible because of the railroad embankment, 
views from Oak Forest Lane would be essentially blocked by the 
existing substation, which incidentally presently acts as a Sound 
barrier to the existing transformer hum, and views from Beekman 
Road would be blocked both by the existing station and natural 
high ground immediately east of the tracks. Only one residence 
on Passaic Avenue which has exceptionally heavy tree growth and 
underbrush at its rear, would be exposed. Less visual screening 
would be necessary, and, more importantly, overbuild of the Jersey 
Central tower line, which I estimate would require poles at least 
150 feet high, could be avoided by constructing one tower on the 
west side of the Morristown branch right-of-way approximately 

500 feet north of the last existing tower at a point where a 
deenergized crossing presently exists, and rerouting Jersey 
Centrals two circuits thereto, clearing the air space to install 
the 230 kV lines directly to the substation at 8B. These relo- 
cation costs are estimated to be comparable to excess costs of 
overbuild, and the difference in site preparation costs would be 
offset by over 1000 feet less 230 kV line costs. Obviously, far 
less sullying of the area will occur. 


I am also dismayed with the design of the proposed 230 kV double 
‘circuit pole line because I am confident there is an alternate 
which would impact far less on the neighborhood should any part 
of it be necessary to build. 


This alternative would use a single structure which I estimate at 
not over fifty feet high to carry both the catenary and the six 
230 kV conductors above it in a horizontal flat configuration. 
Similar construction can be seen along the old Penn Central from 


Metuchen south to Deans, but at that location the 230 kV conductors 


are much higher because they were installed above the railroad's 
high voltage supply already above the catenary. Another similar 
construction can be seen in Roselle, south-east of the Parkway. 
Obviously, fewer structures with lower profiles would result. 

It might even be possible to extend the existing structures as 


Gibbs and Hill designed on the aforementioned Penn-Central overbuild. 


Lastly, I am,dismayed with the minimal screening, both visual and 
aural, which is proposed for the supply station at 8A. I am told 
that no decision has been made as to the height of the evergreens 
proposed, but I understand that they would be placed only along 
the railroad property lines of the two homes on Oak Forest Lane. 


I propose that if site 8A is ultimately selected, evergreen 
screening initially at least 25 feet high be placed the entire 
length of both sides of the station to protect the direct views 
of houses on West End Avenue and Beekman Road as well. I 
further feel that either for site 8A, 8B or the City Dump site, 
provision should be made for audiometric tests before and after 
construction and if there is any appreciable increase in decibel 
level, that sound absorbing walls be placed around the offending 
equipment. Obviously, the original design should provide for 
this contingency. 


Should your consultants wish, I am available to discuss these and 
other aspects of the entire plan which I questicn but do not have 
time to explore here, such as the obvious duplication of sources 
for the Erie-Lackawanna and Penn-Central Amtrak less than 1/2 
mile apart in the Kearny Meadows. 


I offer my services to attempt to bring together some of the 
interested parties who may be involved with site selection and 
design in order to work out solutions which I believe will benefit 
the community and hence enhance the reputation and good will of 
the’ D.0O.T. 
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vuly 17, 1973 


kre Louis J. :iambaccini, Connissioner 

lew versey Department of Transportation . 
1035 rarkway avenue 

Trenton, i.eJ. 038625 


Dear Commissioner: 


The public have long awaited the modernization of the 
electrical service of Conekail as ably outlined in your letter 
of 28 June 1973 and which, if carried out, would restore the 
old trie Lackawanna to the prestigious place it once had as 
one of the country’s foremost commuter railroads, This would 


There are, however, some details that worry us who live 
in what may be the vicinity of your substatian area in Summit. 
We can appreciate your problems in owning land and an outmoded 
substation in ore place and connecting with your source of 
vower which is better than a mile west of it. Your proposal 
to back track from the power source over the route of the raile- 
road with a high power transmission line to ths site of the 
old substation does not seem warranted nor in any way environ- 
mentally desirable. Aside from being a high rising eyesore 
through a strictly residential area, it would also require 
the loss of trees and cost a good deal of money == some 
$800,000 I am told. In addition would be the disturbins hum 
of the requisite transformers and whatever interference that 


may be generated in the electronic devices in use in this 
ronulated area. 


There are alternatives’ that should all be well considered 
before this has a chance to grow into a major controversy. I 
have personally inspected the area where the high power transe-. 
mission line of the JCv«L crosses the railroad near the bridge 
over the Passaic Kkiver -- the most logical and economical 
location for a substation. I understand that there has to be 
a switching station anyway on the flower Company's right of 
way at this point. At present it is just an empty wooded area. 
However, the Union Co. Park Commission seems to be the obstacle 
here. Is the Commission really such an insurmountable problem; 
Can they ever do anything with this odd area of steel towers 
and railroad embankment to make it look more park likey A 
neatly designed substation with a group of transformers set 
in a lawn surrounded by an evergreen hedge (I have seen such 
a one near rlemington) might be as good as any solution ror this 
end of the property. Isn*t this a question of using some 
county land for the benefit of the many in preventing the 
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Louis J. Gambaccini, Commissioner July 17. 1978 
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The following letter was received after the closing date to be included 
in the public hearing record and specifically addressed in this SEAR. 
Nonetheless, other individuals have raised similar questions which 
receive responses in the SEAR on pp. 8-12, 51, 52, 54, and 60. 
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Summit, New Jersey 07901 


September 28, 1978 


J. F. Andrews, Director ’ 

Division of Economic and Environmental Analysis 
N.J. Department of Transportation 

1035 Parkway Avenue 


Trenton, N.Jd. 08625 
Re: Erie Lackawanna R.R. Improvement Project- 
oposed Supply Substation on 
Stones Avenue” queete r 
Dear Sir: 


When I returned home from work on Tuesday the 19th of 
September I learned for the first time there was to be a meeting 
that night at the Summit Public Library regarding plans (among 
other items) to change the location of the proposed electric sub- 
station to Stanley Avenue. 


I attended the meeting wih my neighbor Mr. James Schneider 
but was disappointed because no complete specifics were yet available 
as to the actual construction and when critical statements were made 
we were told "it has already been considered" at prior meetings. 

It also appeared that the only record to be derived from that meeting 
was to be based on the personal recollections of the two official 
representatives present. 

I emphatically object to the proposed location of this 
industrial facility in a residential and parkland area. It is 
inconceivable that the R.R. authorities cannot find a site in an 
industrial or commercial area along its miles of track and thus avoid 
damage to parkland and a residential zone. 


The only tax loss referred to in your report is the $51.00 on 
Jersey Central land (p. 5-31, Env. Assm't Report 6/78). what about 
the potential devaluation of the other nearby properties and the 


financial loss thereby incurred by the owners plus the consequential 
loss of tax revenue? 


I trust that the same objections presented by the opponents 
of the original site at the R.R. "Y" will be applied to Stanley 
Avenue and that the merits of such objections will not be de-valued 
because “only a few people are affected." We value our homes and 
living conditions as much as the occupants of any other residential 
area of Summit and are entitled to just as much consideration. 


Since the meeting last week I have tried to locate and study 
all pertinent data. I object to the lack of direct personal notice 
of this proposed change of location. Proposing such a drastic change 
in a residential neighborhood should require advance notice to those 
personally involved. The reports I have examined admit there will be 
some "impact" on view, noise and electrical interference “within a 


‘gaarter of a mile“. All four homes on Stanley Avenue are within that 


distance. 
Fu r 
The map of the "Summit Area" appearing in your Environmental 
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assessment Report of June 1978 (at p. 5-29) is not broad enough to 
show the location of the four nearby homes although their nearness 
is generally and superficially acknowledged in item "10)" on 


p- 5-30. 


One objection tothe proposed site on Stanley Avenue was raised 
by my neighbor, James Schneider at the meeting last week: that there 
are no water or sewage facilities available at this site making it 
impossible to provide for a toilet, nor is there a hydrant for | 
possible forest fire in dry season caused by electrical malfunction. 


It is noteworthy that the total R.R. plan calls for only 
four "Supply Electrical Substations" and that the proposed Summit 
substation will have a power and sound level transmitted second only 
to Kearny where no residences are involved (p. 8-100. Env. Assm't 
Rep. 6/78). On Stanley Avenue there is a residence within 2¢co 
feet overlooking the site. The nearest residencesto any other of 
the 16 sites is Passaic Twsp. and Gladstone where the distances are 
200 feet (also p. 8-100). 


The original plans called for a substation 475" long X 100" 
wide X 55' high (p. 22 Env. Assm't Summary for Summit meeting 7/20/78). 
It is inconceivable that a facility this size could be located on 
the available Jersey Central land without imposing an industrial 
character on the entire neighborhood. How could landscaping conceal 
such a monstrosity? The land presently used for park and residential 
purposes would be violated. 


In conclusion I urge that the R.R. authorities find a more 
appropriate and less damaging site for its industrial facility ina 
commercial or industrial neighborhood. I trust that the added 
dollars which might be involved will not be weighed against the as 
damage to the environment, living conditions and property values which 
would result from the Stanley Avenue site. 


I also contend that since a material change has been made in 
the proposed location of this facility that a specific study be made 
and data submitted for consideration of the residents of the immediate 
neighborhood and to the State and Federal environmental authorities. 
All present reports are inapplicable, they only refer to Stanley 
Avenue as the site of merely a switching station. 


Please put me on your mailing list for any future notices and 
reports on this part of the project. 


Respeotfully submitted, 
G. Hugh rter 


40 Stanley Avenue 
Summit, N.d. 07901 


cc: Lawrence T. McLaughlin, Area Coordinator 
Frank Lehr, Mayor, City Hall, Summit, N.J. 07901 
Region II Office, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
New York, N.Y. 
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